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ch ae be faow t aitbaed, 
932 McAllister. Street. 


For November 27, 1934. 


Tony Magliocco stood on the sidewalk in front of 824 Harrison 


s 


Street, offices of the San Francisco Emergency Relief Committee for 


single men, pondering a green ticket he held in his hand. To him it was 
a puzzle. Later this little green ticket was to lead him through what 
he considers his worst experience during his forty-three years of hectic, 
life and et him with scarlet stigma. | 
Tony had worked hard all his life as a stone-cutter, drew good pay, 
abit wine, women and song had dissipated his earnings. — He had never married-- 
too much pleasure in being single, he reasoned. Why marry and be under 
the thumb of a woman the rest of his days? 
Now £ony was broke, his job gone. He had applied for a meal ticket 
and a "flop" Maas of the community shelters maintained by the relief 
committee for single men. Instead of a meal ticket, he had been given the 
little green card with nothing printed on it but a number. It perplexed 
hin. How could he eat and sleep on a piece of green cardboard like this?- 
But he had been advised to take it to 200 Seventh Street, and get.it stamped. 
Maybe at this place they would write on it that Tony was to have meals and 
a bed. Tony was hungry. He would see. He would go immediately to this a 
number and get it stamped, then eat. 
: When Tony Beeiucdl ‘at 300 Seventh Street, his eyes widened. There he 
fy day id line ot men extending from the Seventh Street entrance all the voy 
to Folsom Street, around the corner on Folsom, and how much farther West 
be Folsom he could not see. Why were they lined up? Oh, well, Tony 
couldn't be vothered about that. His inners were ealling him to the table. 


pene would go at once to the office, have his ticket stamped and be on his 
fi way to breakfast. ‘But ‘Tony was due for the first big ghock in his sad 


"experience. 


\ 
abana 
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ticket and, 


“arrived at the office, ‘Tony drew forth his little green 


w the flourish of confidence, laid it bein the counter. In his Cali, 


suave manner, he ta "Stampa, please.’ 


“The ‘clerk with barely a glance at the card commanded him to get into — 
that 


the Lineup. The clerk explained. the green ticket was for a ‘eleanup; 


after he had taken his cleanup the green card would be duly stamped. and 


returned to him. Then he could take it back to the place where he got it 


| and receive his meal ticket. 
‘Tony ‘protested he had that very morning taken a bath, put on clean 


underwear, shaved; that in view of this he didn't need another cleanup. 


‘The clerk stood pat. He explained there was no way in the world for Tony ¥ 


to get his meal fe agecles without that little green card being stamped 


a "eleanup" with the date shown. It was an ironclad rule of the relief 


‘committee. It must not be broken, 


‘Finally convinced, Tony a ela ee of the door and passed down the 


line to its een ane end. He estimated there were at Loe two hundred in 


‘the lineup. on it he saw toothless old men in ragged. clothes that were 


shiny with BES BAe) wearing shoes that looked as though ‘they would fall 


“off their fect. There young men in their early ahs aki sone in rags, ‘ 


some well ‘dressed. There were middle-aged men, some of whom. wore tailor- 


‘made suits, shoes shined, freshly shaved, clean collars--dressed as neatly a 


as tthe average business mane 


e in the line were seratching as if they were lousy. Others were 


Ae had a look of 


Som 


coughing Like one in the throes of tuberculosis. 


“discontent; some on the virge of madness. There were men with only one — 


es some with oe) one arm. Some with fingers missing, the digits 


ached off in accidents while they. were laboring AR 
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. 8 place at the extreme end of the line. He nudged the 
ust ahead of him and inquired what was to be done next. 
Just walt. You’ Ay find out, " was the wunenlightening answer he got. 


Tony aia wait. For ae long hours he waited. As he moved nearer — 


“the goal others fell in behind him, end when at last he passed through 


he door, he glanced back. The line behind was as long as the line ahead 


of him when he entered it. 


“Once, inside, a elerk asked for his ticket. At last, thought Tony, 


“breakfast is. near. But ind was im: tor another surprise. The man who 


meek nis ticket handed him a box, with this curt order: 
"take off all your clothes and put them in this box. Then go into 


the shower and take a good bath, Here's ‘soap. Your clothes will be ready 


“an an hour. anes must be put through the delouser." 


‘Tony groaned as he irene hs onto a bench and started to remove his 
shoes. He looked about. “There were fifty or more men in the room. “Some a 


were naked, others partly dressed. Many were disrobing, others who had ee 


pe, throug h the cleanup were putting on their clothes. 
As tony! 8 eyes wandered over that mass of naked humanity he saw men a. i 


whose vellies seened to be growing to their backbone; others with U anee 


"distended Like <a fatted, Neatly Some were as hairy as apes; others had 


i _ searcely evhair on ‘their bodies. Some had muscles that fairly rippled 2 


d 


under the skin, as they bent their arms: others were emanciated and skinny. 


“There y were “negroes with powerful ‘ebony-hued bodies. that glistened under 


“A few had virulent looking sores on their Legs, arms end bodies. 


: ‘ the ‘lignt.. +; 


Then Tony's gaze rested on a tall, dark-haired, well- dressed man busy 


¥ 


ate He saw him cae from the clothing of a man 


in the corner, ae 


wu 
Noa 


val Fs 


; oe The well-dressed man Was Dr. aieores Mudectt. He was picking lice 
Bert the man standing by him and dropping them into the envelope. Later at 
they would be sent to the vermin department of the University of California — a. 
- where they would be Binie abd to see if they carried disease germs. He was a 
told that many of the men going through cleanup were lousy; that unless 

everyone was put through cleanup and the delouser every week the lousy 


men would not be ire Nadal and vermin would soon spread throughout all 


ae the shelters. | | i 
me § Tony now begun to ‘itch. Ha’ could feel something crawling over his 
mi skin. He could visualize himself covered with these voracious, creeping 
cooties. He pointed to a naked man standing just in front of him, whose 
body was a mass of fiery little pimples. 
"That man has scabies," Tony was told. "There's an epidemic of this ‘ee 
fF. disease in the shelters now. As the men strip for cleanup they are 
ne inspected. When one thus infected is found he is ee in the scabies | 
ward and kept there until cured." 
| That was more discomfort for Toney. But his biggest scare was yet 
to come, | 
Seated next to mane on his right was a naked old man. Tony gave the 
man one look, then sprang from his eae though.%eé had been sitting near 
g rattlesnake. He spoke to hig companion on the left and pointed to the 
old man. The skin on the man's arms, legs and body was fiery red and 
festered in spots.. He looked like he had been badly burned. 
7 "Leprosy," hissed Tony's companion. 4 
o i: Now let Tony tell it as he narrated it to me; | { 


"sure, hesa leper. Hesa skeen shesa rot. Bigga the sore alla over. 


ye how hesa smell, Hesa set vighta bya me. Wesa botha naked. Sure, Isa 
keer. Shesa make everybody skeer." 


‘Tony had to. eEheke His clothes: were then in the delouser and he 


ek, Galifomia, “It would mean a nice piece of money for me 
eh : 


oe 


pringing ‘the scoop. 


oT 


SoG ked with or nagott. He had thoroughly inspected the ola | man 


0 ed to Leprosy, and expects it will be ae | a matter or, 
i oe 

spots will appear upon his body. Then he's 7 
ony up after a had. investigated this case. ‘ge hed 


There they told me he had 
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‘prey age of Deuriniaty dirrten. 
| ta t ee Ribs pda ae ai 


i yee rs. ee age. and es ce year PG b 
meetly around the decks af that. ‘port. Conger 
| Re army service in 1903 but was discharged etter, fms 
years eawine to physieal disability. 
With meney saved and some given by his Pmvig he ert It 


a sailed te the United States from Cherbeurg France in 


Arrived: at. New. York where he Jeined reletived.tor ES) few m th 
worked as laborer. | 

v Left New York in early i906 ‘Per San Pranedigeo and ‘tamed at 
after arrival here want te work as seetion hand fer the Seuth 
 Paeifie Railread. After. earthquake | ang fire in San Traneiees 
 werked as daborer in the eity, later returning to sian work f 

Oo teh i ree di : Bae 
SPE BGs RRS Ole sent t® Italy for fianece whe abies same year. 
Warried ¢arly in 1909 and while he. Aarerced wife started rooming 
house ,»bearding abeut 20 laborers, . 

« Sn bern in 1912 wife eentinvine ere Chanee a jobe and wae: 
to work as seavenzer, working from 12 te 18 keurs daily. Continue 
at this work and in 1918. Was able to-buy interest in husinesg 
| One daughter was born in 192l,anether three years later. 
Wife gave up bearding house in, 1921 eng ahercty aes Ehey pur 


| ghased & heme ef two Plates’ 


| The seavencer business was very pwofitsble and es man 
 gentinued in the werk saving enough money te buy practic rally 
the entire businege frem his vartners. Later bought second 
house of 4 flats gud replaced his teame with trucks and ex- 


_ tended his business by buying inte ether districts. 


Reeeived final éitizenship papers in 1928 and returned 
alene for a visit te Italy. Had been sending meney ta Ttely 
eentinually to be applied against purehase af. land adjacent 


Ca dee eae Hy parente farm. Remained in Italy only ene monthm having. 


Bee ‘degirs te remain lenper, | 

Sen graduated from high eehoel in 1927. ang received a Ne 
position in a leeal bank.Other children attended public sehools: 

‘In 1931 bought anether heuse of two flats and Bent) his 

wife and three ehildren on a fix mohths vinit: te Italy, bat 
eee ehildren aid. net care for eeuntry life in Italy and ore= 
 vaided unen the mother. te return te this eeuntry after two 
 mMenhths. Sen eontinues te wrk in benk and ene dough tar now 
attends junier high, enether grammar Pe heel. | 
A SS a it present this man ig @till working. as seaveng¢er Pana 
 theagh ue werk if very hard and he is in peer health. Owns 

at least three houses of flats in San Frane ise? and in addition 
che. nie seavenger business alse ews a large farn in) Italy 
whieh. is’ bé@ing worked by members “ef his family. Speake ve ry 


poor english but hia wife has learned the lanzuage very well. 


Fieger . Se et children. speak @xeellent Italian. the euvire: family atten 
1) @Rare kh regularly and on the whole geen ta be upright end: : 
S cahdindapli Mil eitiz ort eee ileal AeA ae 
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3 --Tis. quer’ Td pupplenenter to meteriel gupnitted” 
nuee or sr as ay 


bittle Italy is as much a ‘foreign city as if ib were. i 


- the heel. or. ‘deg. of the Itelian SLA Its business is foreign, pe 
ft : 
or, at least, not Amorioan its: manner of living, the home, end ‘he 


of its residence are strictly Latin. 


: 3 Take a8 Stockton street oar from the corner of Market and 
ae Stockton. You leave a ‘business section thet is as ‘typically | 
ae : American as any to. be found in ‘6 American city. As. you progress 
“north you pass the first foreign city in Chinatown. “hen, ‘for. 


en block or two, the. line traverses whet is: ‘mown in police — 
v7 


a parlance as "Wo Men! Ss and." This is a small quarter in which - 


ri 


* 


Mexicans, Filipinos, ‘Telanders, Javanese, ‘Japanese and negroids 


congregeto and Lives No Man! s Land pares into ‘Little Italy 
on the north and is. linked to Chinatown on: éne: south; yot, is not 


‘ 
~ 


got of either. So ONE So See Bette eae Bt 


‘Business houses of Little Italy deck their aisplay windows 


cane 


i Latin style. or, at ‘least, 4f it is not strictly Latin, the 


is plan corteinly is. not Americon- Especially is this: true. of the. 
| food shops. “Here virtually everything offered to appeal to the 


“windowshopper | is Amported-- and most. of it comes: from Itaky. The 
casual vieitor is Ampreased with the siacnehaeth of oils offered. | 
‘Little Ttely imports, and uses more olive oil, according to wholesale. 


%- 


Sn grocers, then all. the rest of San Prencisco. Tinned fish anda fish 


a in glass. also, are featured prominently in all grocery eA Ow and 


Leys 8 are eee goods. ener, despite the fact thet 


PF 


< 
it 
~ 


ae. te) + heed Sot ET al Lb “ Oa FL ré 
aD pe aie Rapcer'y'’ ¥ iy Nea ee - 


a Gelifornic produces and packs iehielly: every Wremdexr kind of ‘Fish 


ace ot 


Bere ith oe preteens anny 


the Latin grocers carry. in imported goods. A1gs,/ the Latins 
" themselves admit that the imported rey are NOT superior. Yet, 
‘they say, i ee percentege of their trade has learned to aemeae 
the foreign brands. They must carry the imports or lose their ) 
trade, especially the trade of Senet ee eeort cons 


Pictures in other shops, 


to attract attention | 
0 display windows, invariably are of foreign subjects-- the 
Mediterranean, ruins of ancient Rome and Greece, gondoleers of 
Venice, fishing fleets in the Bay of Neples. Jewelry shops dress 
their windows simply, and ey, wargs they display, the salesman 
_ tells a prospective cus omer, bane imported, mostly from Italy. 

failor shops | an ettractive line of meterial over ae 
racks in their windows. But choir ES mot 80 elaborate or 
displayed in the wana /ptyle ao Uh tte big shops of the American 
quarters. Ne SS Rtg eee 

Ask any merchant how times are. He shrugs di shoulders 
significently, turns palms up and the corners of his moyth down . i 
in a @ vied gesture. He replies in either Italian or English; 2 Pe 


: 
"No money; nobody got money." . | 5 ae Bt 
i 


But the patronage of mE big Italian and French restaurants, 
di night clubs of the district, the famous fish grottos seems to 


belie that assertion. still, these uy aces draw much of their 
Oth Krew Wen et » 

paying ite nace from other parts of he city, patronage attracted 

‘by a good dinner with plenty of wine at a price more reasonable 


than in other quarters ,oaaomny _ All attendants Zaks } 
aims ere Latin, from the check girls in the night ‘club to the ee: 


roust-sbout who. cleans up at the end of. the pAene ie (or mornings) : 3 i 


© business. COSTS ice ee: | : Sea ere - ‘ 


Cae 
i it ee 
Xu 


ie 


| Deylor street north from Peiede te the naterfront is as Se 
R ayntealiy Italian as any part of. pry Latin qarter. In fact, ld ve 
ae is 100 Ber cent LEG ing It Me a continuous row of fish a 
Be ersttos and fish ‘merkets on both sides, with the exception of one 
confection-cigar-soft drink booth and one ee Cnet 


LPL eA} 


pore beeches 


all alike, with the interiors of some a trifle more attractive 


fishing teckle shop. The dozen or more other places 


Bhan, ‘their neighboring competitors. In front of each Grotto is_ 
an open air woodburning stove, the top of which is mm a large | 
cast iron tank, - _ Here the Aim grotto prepares its shrimp, srep 
and enater on the sidewalk, and displays the beast food on 
a sidewalk shelf that extends from the front of. the shop. _targe 
boxes of ‘Lobsterg aliye, are under the shelves, and if the ) 
prospective buyer takes a ee to a particular living crusticean | 
he may have it cooked on the spot. 

Sundays. and holideys this district swarms with sightseers, 
‘and nee prices ‘of fish, ‘especially lobster, soar. For instance, * 
Monday morning a pound lobster is available at 25 cents, Sunday 
afternoon the same lobster would have been offered at 50 cents, and 
35 cents would heve been accepted af the customer were inclined to 
Ores Shrimp, the imported jumbo shrimp from the ecset of 

Se Cewrad ant shellcd— 

Texas, seni for 25 cents a pound arrom fimtimmt Monday to Saturday. 
‘They jump to 40 or 60 cents a pound. for the Sunday holiday crowd. 
Salmon through the week days is ener es at two pounds for. 25 . | es, 


cents; aN is, 20 cents a “pound ‘Sunday. : 


‘sutheach Californie waters produce the tenderest and mont fe 


-poletable shrimp known, more ) imported Texas i impo shrimp are sold 


| @ Te as dared The celiornia Shrimp. is - 
ae the ieartens ame shrimp a giant. Cooked, the Texas 
a shrimp turns to a beautiful pink; the celifornian ‘to a desky som 
snes But husked, the Californian is better. 


ea > 


Arthough | Grotto Row, as the dabicand: of taylor street is 
Seitea, depends largely on ‘Sunday and holiday customers for its. fe 
| profits, its shops have a large Latin trade. This puzzles the ah 
‘laymen, inasmuch as the residents of Little Itely can buy their : 

ae fish, lobster, ¢ erab and shrimp ‘direct from @m boats at astonishingly — Be 

low prices. Still, they seems to have geucht the American spending 


habit. Even of Sundays and Holidays they go to ‘the Grotto Row to 


(4 { Conta ow Cootitack 
eat their shrimp, crab and lobster cocktai 8: and drink their wine 


at 10 cents a glass. The Ee belona aa wine a h 25 cents; the 
game appetizersmight have been NET in their homes at 5 cents. 
Taylor. street grotto owners are ee prosperous. The 

Sunday patronage alone would mean a good return. on investment = Reif ae, 
the places clesed the rest of thefreek. Re ent ce | 
merchants is nominal in contrast to their business volume. Their 
yaw materialiy is purchaséa eeaxnobtom prices. Some of them own 

or control boats and bring their products Girect from the sea. The | 

whole industry is in the hands “of Letinse ) 

eG ange ae — 
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‘Taliene from every ‘berete of ociaeg attended. Epperently. 
F hes no cast or “elessification. Bankers proke bread and drank 
with 4 truck gerdenors, grocers and ‘fishermen, 
"thet could not have Reppened in Itely," ‘one of the older 
"Hare we become almost. 
5 one fenily. In Ibely we were taught to keep our place, our station 


it be things have chenged there, foo. But I don't 


ow 
7 


east, even if 


i 


Tussoling tase private in the army.' 


Although the. outing was much like an ordinary American 
oe the ee in be Sane they participated were brought from 
“Ttely. ‘Thore as | a henabel1 geme, which resembles American hendball 
ebout. as tuuch as golt resembles croquet. ‘Another game , played with 
2 Gooter balls. about the size of a duckpin ball, has ecm, in ¢ common ae 
a with the: American. ‘bowl ing sport. The Italians toss €nd roll ie 
‘balls at a mere from distence of twenty- -five or thirty foot, Like 
- pitohing pennies at a. orsck. , : 

the” older generation ene, part ‘in some of the ‘Sports of speed 
tend eotion: end iG seamed to an observer they handled themselves” 
Eli and aia not tire cy quickly as would. a person of the sane ege 


but of snothor rece. lon pest ee ran footraces with eredible 


ioe 


In every picnic paaket there wes wine. ‘In some there. wes 
In a oar whisky. x Bveryone drenks none seemed to become 
ntoxiceted. “Bven the children nent to their family baskets for <i 
an occassional arjpk of wine. ‘The pionie aber wag not a. community 


‘foest. Each feniayettented ite own besket. There was swePping 


apt: 


One thing thet im ressed an observer was the number of good 


_ autos-~ ears of expensive meke-- any of them new; elso the average eS acy 


~~ aos 


at car owners. ‘Nearly every family had a care 

a Sit seemed there were more children to the fami iy: then might 
« juveniles 
“be expected of another race. One picnicer estimated five/to each 
ear. thet probably is an overlay. 
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_in the Italien district. He is the kind of man who has "pulled 
himself up by his own boot-straps", or perhaps by reading novels. 
He is large, bland, willing to waste a young lady's time, but 
 winkingly suspicious of everything, including mere courtesy; prides 


+ 


himself on being observant anda "left", but fearing that he may 


to return for his military service in Italy, says that there was some 


When he was twenty-one. 
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Mp. X... is the head-man of am Upton Sinclair campaign office 


Pain’ 4 


get in dutch because of his being a "radical" Sinclair-ite. After 
pulling and hauling, he became desipous of telling his life-story, 
but every question that was asked was too "personal" (which may 
come from reading Sinclair, or perhaps from reading Love-Story Maga- 
Zine, which is "clean, decent, and uplifting", ) 


_ This is, therefore, all the information received: He was bom 
in northern Italy. His father was a farmer and a lumberjack, He 

went to elementary school in Italy, and had one year of highschool. 
When his father came to America in the hope of. improving his condi- 
tion, the boy of fourteen came with him. They came straight to ae 
California, and both went to work on a farm in Sonoma. He refused ae 


loophole by which he got out of it. He took out citizenship papers a 


He always worked. He became a merchant, went into the ladies! 
and children's wear business, ran a store in San Francisco. Just 
before the 1929 crash, he sold his store, got out with some money, 
and has not worked for five years. His politics have always been 
"left", At this point the questions put to him became too "personal", 


The interviewer left in a huff. 


Footnote: _As.to his personal opinions, from babyhood up, on the 
life, luve, eternity, and war, he refers me to "I, Governor of California.” | 
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n Northern Italy. 
) Wi 1 attracts numerous Hie i Ba 
Loner, the city. The streets eae 
of new réd bricked houses 
; have bee Food is rather cheap, but luxeries are 
extremely expensive. Automobiles can only be bought by the richest 
This also applies to radios, vhonographs etc. Wine is very cheap. 
and is drank instead of water. The people, although not very 
one religious, Spend a great amount of their time in church. Among 
_ the wealthiest and richest are the priests. The church cerémonies 
are very elaborate. The churches’themselves being very old, have 
an awesome skhmuxhmexax atmosphere, and I have seen young girls faint 
from the excitement of Communion. From where I lived I could see 
the men and women, early in the morning, going out to the vine yards 
to pick grapes. In all the fields there are @overnment Agents who 
are there to value the crop for taxation. The taxes are very high 
in Italy. . f 

Thé trade Unions which at one time were very strong, no longer 
exist, havigg been disolvéd at the order of Mussolini. Sanitary 
arrangements are very bad, but have improved a little. Garbage is 
often thrown on the streets and the smell is very disagreeable. 
bt The streets of Milan are always filled with pleddilers, The chief 
iy wares of these people are religious’pictures and small statues. 


Nearly, every home has some of these, as well as a small mkm alter 
over which burns a red lamp. 
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_. Lotie Bassignan; - 
3 Born in the piednont Biauer aorihern Italy. Son of 
chief of the police. Came to America and settled in O&kland@ thirty 
years ago. Learned wood carving in Turin, Italy. Worked in Owkland 
B as wood carver for a couple of years and then opened up hie own pusiness 
ghiok he naa carried on for the past £8 eeare. He ia married and has 
~ three children; two daughters and one gon. Gladys, the second daughter, 
a child 15 venta old is a student at Roogevelt High and is cuite an 
artistic painter. : 
aS 5 Mr. Bassignan has a very good wood working and 
composition working plant. He hag molds for many artistic designe 
of the Italian Renmissance and of the Gothic. His plant has formerlky 
employed several workers, inciuding abether wood carver besides himself. 
He states that there were 200 carvers in Turin thirty years ago and 
“about 60 in the Bay district when he first came here. At present there 
are about 8 left and only about three of these are working at eis 
trade or arate. He gays he anky get .only two or three days work a. 
: ues ; 
month and at present is not making a living. He attributes the cause 
| of the depreggion to machinery and big corporations and thinks we should 
" back to handwork so that woodcarvers-could make a living. His oOnR 
plant is quite well mechanized and if we went back to handcarving as - 
the eitaet shops in italy this machinery would have to be scrapped. 
: Nearly all furniture is made in the East (Michigan() 
and he says he ea nnk compete because the wood costs Him several times 
_ the price it costs the eastern factories. He says there is very little 
sale for composition cast designs at present. A design that vould cost 
‘$2 $15 to carve can be cast for about 252 of composition. At time of 
interview his plant was standing idle nad he was improving on a hand 


carved rosette design. 
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sis oh POPE Woodcarver, Continued. 
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Mr Bassignan thinks that if we should go back to the handicraft 
period the art of Wood carving and designing would be further 
developed. He says that he and his countrymen have contributed many 
designs used in American Architecture am well ae furniture and 


building equipment. 


. ee aL was. 5 mending a fishing net whet I approached him ete 


she Siu, 
aq 
ey 


“Fishermen! s Wharf. Short in stature, rugged and weatherbeaten, 


“4 ’ 


2s. with a cap on his graying hair and patched trousers,#x kxkx he 
no longer sailed out of the harbor but did the necessary shore 
works Age had taken its toll so he could no longer step lively 


but his fingers were still nimble with the shuttle and nete 


Thirty-seven years age he head come from his native town, 


Cecilia, in Italy urged on to the land of gold by the tales of 
his compatriots. His family had lived by fishing and he was ac- 


Pa quainted with the work so he naturally drifted to the Wharf. 

4 The San Francisco fire of 1906 destroyed a little piece of 
property which he had acquired, his wife died in childbirth, and 
his daughter married @ boat builder in whose shap he now spends 
his leisure time. Much money was made when work was to be had 
but investments in Bank of Italy stock wiped out his surplus 


stored for a rainy day. 


Now, at 61 years , he mends nets.and putters around the 


carpenter shop. 
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# ~® after receiving my instructions from Dr. Radin to interview ae 
"persons who have emigrated here from Italy, I first went to hag: Bakr where 
ek wight 
I procured some books relating to this subject in order ,I may familiarize my- 
self with the subject and be in 8 position to ask comprehensive questions. 


After studying these books I interviewed a man who came to the United States in 


1920, at the age of 12) | | 
Gad Opywrn’y 
The most important reason he came=here ae? Pats to escape military 


service in Italy, something he did not care to undertake. Secondly, he had re- 

ceived a great many letters from friends and relatives already here telling of 
Gila high wages and better living conditions and these had inspired him to break 

away from home snd share for himself some of these wonderful opportunities. 

At home he lived, together with his parents and eight brothers snd sisters.in a 

four room house which was always crowded and not any too clean. 

They 211 worked in the fields from sunup to sundown, working hard 
to earn a few lire which enabled them to barely exist and that with the utmost 
economy. 

Sanitary conditions were practically unknown and only by going 


through this kind of 4 life can one imagine the hardships and small returns 


earned from a back breaking toil. 
wo Lf * 
/ Li 

-fhe country there is very heavily populated and there must exist 


some kind of an outlet for some of the people or they would be overcrowded in 
a short time. Also religious and political beliefs sre retarded and almost 


no education is had. 
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ss Since coming to this country, he has ” me 
ee Pere | i * 
chinist) and raise s femily; his children have the advantage of Public School- 


Lan 4 


ing, @m@ with a bright future shead of them, whieh their parents never dreamed 


ou 


ers 
_ of in the old country. 


| on _. All this rot, as he called it, that you read in papers regarding 


the prosperity in Italy, with very little idle lebor, is false. 


True there is not so much idle labor, but the reason for that is, 


they ere compelled to work for a very low wage, and living conditions for the 
-laboring class are getting worse all the time. es i. 

He states that he went back to Italy several years ago, and he ok 
could see the change very forcibly. He intended to stay a couple of months, | * 


pe 


but after seeing the slsve conditions of Fascisim, he concluded that the sooner 


he got back to the States the better, and never again leave them. . 
He will not even hear of his children ever making a visit, which " 

he had intended they should. ’ 
They were to be raised as good Americans only, and msde to forget ‘ 

that there ever existed a country callea Italy. > ; 
“this Le eres against Fascisim. a 

He see's no improvement that could be made in the United States ne r 


i 
except that money should be more evenly distributed; and that it shoula fe made 


a crime for the inmensley wealthy to practically control the country by the use 


is 


. 


of their vast wealth. 


These things will be adjusted in the near future, and this country 


. will indeed be @ heaven on earth. 


America is God's country. 
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pen Piatanest of s. a. worked: inv the ae accordian nh works 


“of ‘the | accordian nakers in sthe United Staten come fron ew eee tacts 


_ related to sach | other in some wey. since the entire ek = either 


oc: makers. His uncle is the ane eecondian 


ge cousin forge biggest in New York. 
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e mhope, first » working in Massachusetts. ‘He foviewes that 


ee: 


ae years, ae aia not get his job through Portugese 


ae ar the NDGW, “She lives within a few blocks of oe 


Set} te 


2 Wa born. Her. ‘parents came to. this country when they were young. 


sy talk Italian some while at home. They eat some Ttalian dishes. et ® 


nother belongs to a Catholic Ladies “Aid society. The mother is 


sp 
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‘Othermise, ‘Mise M. can see no effect of her Italian 


nt? 


Feelin beet | hod anything to do. with. her. choice of occupation. 


eee 
Reig 
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n made models of "parts aft ‘the. body, ‘ete., for arts echceie 


3. They also made statues at the studio. Later Mr. X.Y. 2. Se 
a modeler at the studio. 


oe ur. = om cee came to America as a young man. He worked in NS 


ne coal mines here but did not Like it. He got a job in Cleveland, 


Sy 


fa later in Detroit, as an artist. Later he went me San Franscisco 


s q 


a worked as. an artist. Now he runs a Seine frame ar art 


The majority of Italian children in Bemeey attend the 


public schools, not the parochial schools. However, the 
parents maintain strict discipline over their children. 

A young woman must know a young man's parents before 
she will permit him to court her. And even then she must 
either be chaperoned or have some es ees se friend" ac- 


company her and her lover. 
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baly ! er ‘Artistic Plaster and 


- Modeling Scie: fae kinds of architectural designs 


garden decorations, statuary, etc. He suppliesx architectural designs: 


for buildings and does interior plaster and stucco decorating. 


ur. Lunari started in. business by selling statuary. This led to the 


—_ 2 


“production of statuary and srtistic designs ee architectural 


io 


art. 


‘The depression hag nearly closed his plang. ree Lunari- juat : . 
recently bid on some work in Martinez. This work should have coat, ee 
et cde his figures, $428 but. due to keen compe tivion, he | cat 
lonered his bid Lows 6 ‘The. lowest bidder was $225. This shows a 


Ge this work is being done at about, 50% of the ea tine lad figure, 


Secor ae ig very discouraged with present business 


vet 
ei 


¥, 


bet) | sae. 
oobi ie 
7 


oath mez 


We dinette Loo ee 


oo ayth Ory Bou ne AT as ees a 


4 ee ny e Ln if eg hg WH Ke tcslelote CF bc% 


Bez ticas Got Forevaelfe Lal wat has ah halk 


Lunt we Os ee ep f ee drrshl fee witate CORA 
2, ark of, lanl athe 


de pune 
ee tel ~h alung Peas ot abait Chnly Fotinde 
psu. - Ie Lirith oo Spares LK. Ccunliy es.” 


| Bg ete hoa See Vaal 4 fu Py ane Veg : 
Sas fomel 4 Tu ls hag deth sipeted flees : 


La rtd Vuh rill’ ms ete 


gh! | > “: 7a it leant a 4a aes, =e 


' 


7 


eas. Sede Ba AF . 
‘yaks 


is 


Pn at aa 


tacks 


pee te ade on Pith. & 


Aovsntws, dg cleecdid ee ~ 4 Ac culk . 


Athy cpl hee ra ee Pe | 


ee if a jeurk bf i, burintas, ote” 
Gineek Ging tll Wears buries foroved ti 
he 4 ath forifelabl 2ecLrfened | 

(lnet Was Larie CHIE GEES EA ALORS 

Angelle wugutd april tay DEE set « Latze Cut 

Le Wirefet wauld, 7¢ brn l pie = hg y | 
Pe igs te tesa ee y, + | 
Aiveintdg ram i ae 

ete Ws long at (thi atin haing cel 
tag ty et hpty 
auras -duartred ak tach weal lini urn 


i | “ Rares Ci ao he tack falancned 


SP oem ee 
JL 


pee “a4. » Ofrre 1nth tes -aaatls 
8 dnd bbl, F Ss caggeeamalaaaales 
Lowen butane Abie and Mrgtllar 2g 
Wy ptted iar a ateess ery, Eh ae 
ef rtaight aad Aghl Xoa Ax gelre beck optur 
Gnd Chur butintdd gw Aght eae Lente 
| Fs aupwel PP ey ‘oan Fk emcee oh 
i ferspegriime anu are ee 4 feup yan Lith 
) Thuy Ath aut Up Auoiunced fit Ore grucllera Aillare 
aud burre Aemanid a1 manager ot 
le meer fore olh -~« wey fers acer gh 
fae Hig ta Aatoreah fia Liste tovilecatel 
th hairy fuss and -dit amir 


eiling te Hie, any asses 
ye: : ee Sh ea das? a. Ao thes 


poy Ae he ee 
Pas ate. SS 


ies: See nt ak! os 
RO ae Sey 


Md Pie 
>a 


~ 
A 


ee Nino. MASSA 


— a 


had Log. eorttng lass, And 49-20ay tahiing 
_G outa geh Aviggg A wanes tel telly ; 
Bashi ‘a ety 

COAL Le -G | | : pede -G At 
Ard Cut aught, a luprng A GtIre Ang 
A, aught at, pred atys wtilage- bls te 


bs 


it gunner a 


- 


PG Mp SN fg Oe 


OU che rh wth ~audk Dy Ghee t tat okt 


04 | 2S 
ph heehee” arnttf ar Vhty Ataptef--aa Re 


mS Fg a wR 
2 ; epee aut pe CUNY 
J AU Ate ts 
F ytacatl A A 


~  ee 


oH 


= r Tet 
Pe, : . ‘ Nh fy 7 
A Pe, a ; < ! / 7 
by . f . a Se Avie 


¢ 


, oe | : AeA ; vil 


BEDS BUZZ 3 BPE Pecety 2b blll cose : ee 


Veeder | 24o2Z > Dee, PGCE 


“A 


os foe Pe 
* sii Interview of bane Pouvetti: 

- 

_ i Alaneds public. ane high schools .She has been employed 

oped: five years ag a clerk in a fooé chain store. For the 

two years she has been a Stove. Manager. Altho she éoes not. 

her work any too well she is well liked by her emplovers., 


She ig quite efficient and altho of quiet @isposition is 


ok se 


a by her assistants and customers. 
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Anna Ferretti. was born in Alameda City in 19038. Her parents are 


Itelians and she pres the Italian Language. She Was educated in 


for the 
past 
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well 


* -_ with Italian 


by David D.Cratg 


Sex: Male 
Born: Tuscony,Italy - 1878 


Vocation at present: Inténerent agriculture worker. 


Native life in Tuscon, 


if ' 
€; ‘de Born of farmer parents; one of a family of 


twelve children, he a work on the farm at the age of six. 
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nd-rental class. That is he rented land 


i, His fether was of th 
Se se - 


ee. 
from absentee-Lendlora and paid for rent by share of harvested 


Salty ph 8 
oR To keep” the family out of debt he,our subject, had to aid in- 
| ‘ makeing pottery to be used in household; he had to help in the 
4 youine of cloths, the thread gotten by paying some of the crop 


as a deposit -.sim&lar to barter. The dyes were made from roots 


‘and berries of which the country abounded. 
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ings of Church. The priest,not so amen with the aid of the 
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Crown of liaiy. saw to it that his parish was kept busy and sub- 
! an to the Church and Crown. Under. all uy) hard work and rigid. nt 
eae 
“rule of Ho! Church ran a4 strong anarchistic bi rreat. Men and women © 
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troying the status-quo, but not understandini 


re-build after the Oe ees spread in the minds: of the overs 
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lution. Our subject became a member of this secret society.  uiaiae 
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of Mussolini's private body guard. After the cleaning out in ‘italy 


farmer-laborer - ex soldier. .e became a guard in the Slack Shirts 
t of the Secret Society of which he had once been @ member, he secured 
and imigration passport for America. Reing as he was trusted by 


the reactionary party, he was well recieved in America. Then he 


secured his final of citizenship in the U.S. 


He became 3 all farmer untill the depression set in. 


te 
After the depression le became a wheat field worker in the middle — 


west. Now he works in the California fruit orchards and the 


grape harvest. 
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